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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR hi 14 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Apphcant's submission filed on 1 1/18/2004 has been entered. 

Response to Amendment 

2. This Office action is in response to the amendment filed 10/18/2004 and amendment filed 
5/4/2004. Accordingly, claims 7-11 and 13-24 are canceled, and claims 1-6 and 12 are pending 
for examination. 

Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

3. Claims 1-6 and 12 are allowed. 

4. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Applicant's invention is drawn to a communication apparatus for selecting a facsimile 
protocol compatible to a calling station, which can rapidly determine a proper facsimile protocol 
at the reception of a call in accordance with the calling station and executing the selected 
protocol (i.e., a control circuit in the communication apparatus capable of detecting the telephone 
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number information sent between call signal, storing the communication systems, particularly 
the communication systems in accordance with V.21, V.27 ter, V.29, and V.17 or the 
communication systems in accordance with V.8 and in association with the telephone 

number of the calling station sent between call signals, and primarily controlling the start of the 
communication by the stored communication system in accordance with the telephone number 
information sent between call signals when the call signal is detected). 

Applicant's independent claim 1 recites, inter alia ^ a communication apparatus adapted to 
execute a plurality of kinds of facsimile protocol with a structure as defined in the specification 
(pages 4-15) including an ID detector circuit adapted to detect ID information for identifying a 
calling station from the communication line before a start of communication with the calling 
station, when said call signal detector circuit has detected the call signal from the communication 
line, a memory adapted to store ID information for identifying a calling station and facsimile 
protocol information for indicating a facsimile protocol used for communication with that calling 
station, in correspondence with each other; a determination circuit adapted to determine whether 
a predetermined time period has elapsed after the storage of facsimile protocol information 
conesponding to the ID information detected by said ID detector circuit into said memory and a 
control circuit adapted to perform communication based on the facsimile protocol information 
stored in the memory in correspondence with the ID information detected by said ID detector 
circuit, or communication for deciding a facsimile protocol for the calling station, in accordance 
with the result of determination by said determination circuit, so as to discriminate the facsimile 
protocol of the calling station, and to perfomi communication based on the facsimile protocol 
according to a result of the discrimination and to restore the facsimile protocol information 
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according to that result of the discrimination in correspondence with ID information detected by 
said ID detector circuit. Applicant's independent claim 1 comprises a particular combination of 
elements, which is neither taught nor suggested by the prior art. 

Applicant's independent method claim 6 recites, inter alia, an ID detection step, of 
detecting ID information for identifying a calling station from the communication line before a 
start of communication with the calling station, when the call signal has been detected in said 
call signal detection step, a detemiination step for determining whether a predetermined time 
period has elapsed after the storage of facsimile protocol information corresponding to the ID 
information detected in said ID detection step into a memory and control step for performing 
communication based on the facsimile protocol information stored in the memory in 
conespondence with the ID information detected in said ID detection step, or communication for 
deciding a facsimile protocol for the calling station in accordance with the result of a 
determination made in said determination step, so as to discriminate the facsimile protocol of the 
calling station, and for perfonning communication based on the facsimile protocol according to a 
result of the discrimination and restoring the facsimile protocol information according to that 
result of the discrimination in correspondence with the ID information detected in said ID 
detection step. These steps, in combination of the remaining steps, are neither taught nor 
suggested by the prior art. 

Accordingly, Applicant's claims are allowed for these reasons and for the reasons recited 
by Applicant's in previous amendments. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
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fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earher communications from the 
examiner should be directed to George Eng whose telephone number is 703-308-9555. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Tue-Fri 7:30 AM-6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Curtis A. Kuntz can be reached on 703-305-4708. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR, Status information for unpublished 
apphcations is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 





George Eng ' 
Primary Examiner 
Alt Unit 2643 



